
Review
The Newberry Consort: “Celestial Sirens”
at the Church of the Covenant (March 20)

by Nicholas Jones

The overlapping musical talents and resources of Cleve-
land's early music community were in full multi-tasking 
mode at the Church of the Covenant last week — with 
some help from Chicago and Tennessee.

The occasion was one event in celebration of the 

north German 17th-century organs. The organ was built 
-

pany and installed only this January. It replaces a small 
gallery organ in the back of the church. A stop-action 

video documenting the organ's installation is online at YouTube. 

-
vealed. 

eight accomplished singers — many of them Clevelanders — took on the roles of nuns 
th and 17th centuries. (Pictured above: Celestial Sirens as performed in 

Chicago).

their treble colleagues. 



villancico 

-

were earlier in period and more conservative in style than a number of the vocal composi-

-
itation on the vanity of the world by the late 17th -

The second half of the concert featured music from a remarkable collection at the New-
-

th -
-

-

The Church of the Covenant may have to make some adjustments in how to use the re-

out does not allow for as much visual contact amongst them as would be found on a 

-

in ensemble at the cadences. There seems to be no mirror or video camera installed as yet 
to help with visual cueing. These issues will no doubt get worked out before long.  

Nicholas Jones is Professor of English at Oberlin and a keen amateur musician.
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