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by Daniel Hathaway 

If you're a regular Cleveland Chamber Music Society 
patron, you already know that the French ensemble 
Quatuor ébène is scheduled to cross the genre borders 
between Mozart & Mendelssohn and Jazz & Pop next 
Tuesday evening, April 16 at Plymouth Church, but 
don't be surprised if the four young Frenchmen also 
break into song — as they charmingly do in this video 
of “Un jour mon prince viendra” from “Banche-neige 
et les sept nains” (somehow the brief Tide commercial 

The members of “The Ebony Quartet,” violinists Pierre Colombet and Gabriel Magadure, 
violist Mathieu Herzog and cellist Raphaël Merlin, got together as an ensemble in 1999, 
when they were students at the Conservatory in Boulogne-Billancourt on the west side of 

-

albums with Fanny Ardant, Luz Casal, Natalie Dessay, Stacey Kent and others both live 

website which allows the reader to toggle back and forth between the classic and “l'autre 
-

sical ensembles taking on popular music”, wrote the BBC's Charlotte Gardner in a 2010 
review “That is not the case for Quatuor ébène's Fiction though, a collection of their own 

The repertory on Fiction ranges from the theme song of Quentin Tarantino's Pulp Fiction
to music by the Beatles and Somewhere over the rainbow (featuring Dessay as a credible 



In an interview on the construction site of Hamburg's new Elbphilharmonie concert hall 

Mathiew Herzog pointed out that this doesn't mean changing what composers have writ-

forte, 

the beginning is written sotto voce

-
derstand what he was trying to bring across, you can respect what he wrote and still feel 

our 

video of the Andante cantabile), 
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