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Apollo's Fire: Intimate Vivaldi—
a conversation with lutenist Ronn McFarlane

by Mike Telin
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Mike Telin: I love the name of the composer Giovanni Zamboni! 

is

MT: Well since he’s not well know perhaps I can throw in something about him being the 
long lost relative of Frank, the inventor of the Zamboni. 

MT: What are the challenges of performing a concert such as this, which is supposed to 
be very intimate but you’ll have to move from one venue to another which may or may 
not be so intimate?
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MT: How much music did Vivaldi compose for the lute?
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MT: What changes in the Early Music and Performance Practice scene have you ob-
served over the years?
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MT: You’re also expanding the repertoire for the lute by writing new compositions for the 
instrument. Would a listener know they are contemporary compositions or are you emu-
lating the past?
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MT: When I was reading about your compositions I couldn’t help but wonder: what if Be-
rio wrote for the lute, what would it sound like? It is such a beautiful instrument. Thanks 
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