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Oberlin Cooper Violin Competition:
Ten contestants play concertos with piano (July 23)

by Daniel Hathaway

Unless you're an audiophile on a mission, you're 
not likely to sit down and listen to ten complete 
performances of violin concertos in one day 
(much less three of Tchaikovsky's, two each of 
Brahms's and Sibelius's and single performances 

audience member at an international violin event 

unlikely possibility became a reality as ten violin-
ists, ages 15 to 18, played the concerto round of 

-
cert Hall, giving a fascinating look into the musical personalities and technical prowess of 

-

who best communicated the intentions of the composers to the audience and who inter-
acted most collegially with the “orchestra” — in this case one of four excellent pianists 

This pair of ears was particularly impressed by four performances on Tuesday (discussed 

-
-

his tone was rich and even, and he maintained a full sound even in soft passages in the 



-
-

a dark, expressive tone at the beginning, then turning appropriately angular and demonic 
Passacaglia 

Perhaps it's in her Scandinavian genes, but 16-year old Ava Bahari of Gothenburg, Swe-
den, ended the concerto round with a winningly mature reading of the Sibelius concerto 

-
-

much sound as possible at all times, which might have become tedious had his tone not 

tone well supplied with vibrato which sometimes disappeared into the piano sound at 

-

phrases was masterful, her reluctance to change color and the intensity of her vibrato 



Postscript: Following the evening concerto round, the jury advanced six players to 
Wednesday's recital round (pictured above): Kyumin Park, Ming Liu, Gallia Kastner, An-
gela Wee, Jieming Tang and Ching-Yi Wei.
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