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Five pianists appeared on the Gartner Auditorium stage on Fri-
day evening to complete the initial parade of twenty-eight 

-

Robert Schumann's personality — the passionate represented 
by Florestan, the poetic by Eusebius — to life with an evoca-
tive performance of the Fantasiestücke
playing (both poetic and passionate) was mitigated by his ten-
dency to play repeated material in exactly the same way — 

rubato in identical 

conception of Ende vom Lied 

-
gan the fugue subject sotto voce — a nice touch — and refreshingly varied his articula-

number of false cadences the mischievous composer slipped into the narrative, but Smith 

fortes -
dent playing of Henri Dutilleux's Le jeu des contraires (Prelude No. 3). He followed with 

Seven Fantasies, op. 116, 

-



bring to his interpretations and he used a lot of them on Friday evening, including at one 
point a masterful, long crescendo that beautifully underscored the destination of the mu-

with the height of the bench nor given to ceiling-staring, Huang strode out, sat down and 

Fantasia on 
an Ostinato 

-

-

At the end of round one, it was clear that this is the most accomplished and musically 
-
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