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Cleveland Orchestra: a conversation 
with violin soloist Ray Chen

by Mike Telin

On Sunday, August 11 beginning at 7:00 pm the sounds of 
Vivaldi’s Four Season

The Thieving 
Magpie and Mendelssohn’s Symphony No. 3

website

Mike Telin: Congratulations on your Cleveland Orchestra debut

Violin Concerto Scheherazade

MT: So you’ve gone from the lawn to the stage in a very short amount of time; congratu-
lations for that as well. 



MT: You're laughing, but in all seriousness you did go from Encore in 2006 and 2007 to 
winning the Menuhin in 2008 and the Queen Elisabeth in 2009 and your career has taken 
off from there; did you ever think it would happen so quickly?

MT: I understand and it’s a great feeling when the light does come on. You’ll will be play-
ing Vivaldi’s  which as you know is a very popular piece; why do think peo-
ple like it so much?
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Winter Summer

MT: Have you worked with Jahja Ling before?

Four Seasons

MT: I agree and sometimes I don’t want to be intellectually challenged especially in the 
summer. I just want to sit back and enjoy. 



MT: Speaking of being hit in the face, I was reading that you had taken up boxing. Are 
you still doing that?

MT: I love boxing, it’s a great sport. You have so many interesting sides and I’m now re-
ferring to your blog where you write about your touring life for the Italian publisher RCS 
Rizzoli.

MT: Exactly! And I think a lot of the criticism comes from the press and social media.

MT: Ironic indeed.
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