
Review
Cleveland International Piano Competition:
Final rounds with The Cleveland Orchestra (August 9 & 10)
by Daniel Hathaway

Roger Mastroianni's photo captured the mood of 
-

turns to perform concertos with Stefan Sanderling 

on the way to the top.

concerto, performances which were wisely dis-
-

Saturday, and if cataloging the differences be-
tween their interpretations didn't amount to com-
paring apples to oranges, it was at least an exer-
cise in distinguishing between McIntoshes and 

-
ing a muscular tone to tuttis 

experience). Though Sanderling and Dumont were slightly out of phase for a few mo-
ments near the beginning, orchestra and pianist soon got on the same train and produced a 

-

wide range of dynamics. Sun's was a highly kinetic performance, with considerable body 

-



his performance was skillfully controlled and masterful, his tone rich and dark. Tarase-

beautifully relaxed and self-possessed in the last (Allegro scherzando), not allowing him-
self to wallow in its big tune. The performance lacked only the patina of age and experi-
ence.

-
-

Rondo.

65 minutes each of rehearsal time, but that's not far from the industry standard for con-

uncharacteristically ragged from time to time.

high quality of the twenty-eight contestants in this year's draw.
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