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Cleveland Orchestra “Best of Broadway” —
fifteen minutes with vocalist Richard Todd Adams

by Daniel Hathaway

'™ Vocalists Christina DeCicco, Ted Keegan, Ron
Remke, and Richard Todd Adams will join guest
conductor Jack Everly and the Blossom Festival
Chorus at the Blossom Music Center on Sunday,
July 16 at 7:00 pm for “The Best of Broadway.” The
playlist includes selections from famous musicals by
Irving Berlin, Lerner and Loewe, Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Leonard Bernstein, and Andrew Lloyd
Webber, including — to name a few — Oklahoma!,
The Phantom of the Opera, The Music Man, Les
Misérables, and Candide.

We reached Ricky Todd Adams by telephone at his
home in New Jersey to find out how his career
trajectory took him to Broadway and national tours
of long-running shows — in the Lloyd Webber universe, he’s one of the few
American actors to have played the Phantom, as well as Jean Valjean, and Javert.
Quite the accomplishment for someone who had very different career plans at the
age of 10.

“My dream job growing up was to be a sports broadcaster,” he said. Having been
raised with music in the house — his mother was a concert pianist and he dabbled in
musical theater in high school — when Adams went off to college in San Antonio,
he declared a double major in sports broadcasting and music performance, a
combination that he said always makes people laugh. “Then I began to realize that
getting a position in the upper echelons of broadcasting was difficult. It’s a long,
long journey, and when people get a position they just don’t leave.”

On the other hand, Adams was receiving a lot of positive feedback from his work in
musical theater. “I went to New York to do my Master’s and things just started to
happen. I was studying at Juilliard in 1998 and went to a random audition where a
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member of the music staff of Phantom heard me. As a result, I got a call in
November of my second year asking me to go on the road with that show.” So
Adams wangled a leave of absence from school and joined the company.

“I knew nothing about touring and doing eight shows a week. I was as green as you
could possibly be,” he said. Since then, he’s developed a regimen for dealing with
the rigors of touring. “It’s like being an athlete,” he said. “’You have to watch what
you eat, get enough sleep, and hydrate. But in Phantom, we once went from Salt
Lake City to Pittsburgh, which are drastically different climates. No matter what you

tried to do, it didn’t work.”

The actor’s next big break came when he made his Broadway debut in Lloyd
Webber’s The Woman in White, a show that lasted only three months. Adams
attributes that to its story, which is based on a British literary classic unknown to
American audiences. His second Broadway role was in Schonberg and Boublil’s The
Pirate Queen. “That lasted only a few months as well, but I’ve also been in three of
the longest-running shows of all time,” he said, philosophically.

He’s now singing the role of Old Deuteronomy
(left) in a Broadway revival of Cats that runs
only until December 30 — underlining one of
the vagaries of working in musical theater. “I’ve
already started auditioning for other shows, and

. ['ll up the number of my private voice and piano
W= students when there’s not an eight-show-a-week
| gig on my calendar.”

Adams has sung with conductor Jack Everly on
several occasions as a member of the “Best of
Broadway” cast. On Sunday evening, he’ll be
featured in “This is the Moment” from Jekyll &
Hyde, “Oklahoma!,” “The Impossible Dream”
from Man of La Mancha “Trouble” from The
Music Man, “Stars” from Les Misérables, and

“Make Our Garden Grow” from Candide.

Adams said that while the producers of the show take vocalists’ previous roles into
account, there’s always a new song to prepare. “One I had to learn from scratch was
‘Trouble,”” he said. “I’m not the world’s best with lyrics, but they gave me quite a
bit of warning, so I literally spent about five months nailing it page by page. Now
I’ll never forget it. Even after a 5-6 month gap between performances, it’ll be there.”



The vocalist is also looking forward to his first crack at “Make Our Garden Grow.”
“I’ve heard it a million times, but never performed it. It will be great to do it with the
Blossom Festival Chorus and the other soloists.” That group includes Ted Keegan, a
friend Adams met 20 years ago on a Phantom tour. “We see each other all the time
on the street in New York on the way to our respective theaters.”

I end our conversation by asking Ricky Todd Adams if he ever got to fulfil his
original dream of sports announcing. “Oddly, yes, but not professionally,” he said,
explaining that during college he had a summer internship with a Dallas radio station
and got to sit in the press box and interview players at Texas Rangers home games.

“I got to be good friends with Brad Sham, the play-by-play voice for the Dallas
Cowboys. About 5 years ago | was touring with Les Mis in San Francisco and the
Cowboys were playing in Oakland, so he got me into the press box for a pre-season
game. It was really boring, so he gave me a headset and said ‘“We’re going on the air
when we come back from the commercial break.” So we talked for 5 or 10 minutes. I
never did it professionally, but I got to go to a lot of free games with him so it’s paid
off in a different way.”
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