
Review
Opera Per Tutti in the Italian Cultural Garden (July 21)

by J.D. Goddard

Dedicated as “a symbol of Italian 
culture” in 1930, the Italian Cul-
tural Garden hosted the San Carlo 
Opera sixty-eight years ago in its 
lower level amphitheater. In 2008, 
this cultural offering was revived 
presenting the art form of opera that 
originated In Italy at the end of the 
16th century. —Program notes

On a very warm but comfortable 
Sunday evening, Opera Per Tutti 
continued its revival of Italian opera 
in Cleveland's Italian Cultural Gar-

den with an al fresco performance consisting of twenty-two operatic arias, Neapolitan 

baritone Benjamin Czarnota, with Jeannette Davis at the piano.

-
-

cilman Jeffrey Johnson (Ward 8) and Diana Maiola of Italian Tours by Diana. The air was 

behind the scenes. Guest announcer Jan Jones added a professional touch with her verbal 
introductions of each selection.

Lakme. beginning a program 

-



“Gavotte” Manon was lovely and demonstrated her 
-

the Seguidilla Carmen, was a high-

sang. 

“Una voce poco fa”  
Il Barbiere di Siviglia. She used her chest voice to impressive interpretive effect.

and brilliance. His aria “ Tosca was a highlight of the 
evening and the crowd responded with loud bravos. His attention to detail endowed 

Che gelida manina” La Bohème with touching, lyrical 
pianissimos

Tenor Dan Doty sang with abundant character and ringing brilliance in his upper register, 

dramatic and his “Nessun dorma” Turandot was solid and well received 
Brindisi La Traviata, was both 

strong and playful.

Baritone Benjamin Czarnota sang his well-chosen opening aria, “Bella siccome un an-
gelo”, Don Pasquale with bravura and even tone. His arias, “Questo 
amor” Edgar, and “Zaza, piccolo zingara” Zaza (one of 

“Au fond du pem-
ple sait” from Bizet's 
was uneven because they shared a single microphone. Throughout, Czarnota portrayed 
his characters with conviction and sang with authority.

These were opera lovers who had come to hear opera in its purest form with no orchestra, 
sets or costuming. They were not disappointed. It is indeed a feather in the cap of Cleve-
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