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Tuesday Musical to present
Lincoln Center Chamber Music Society

by Mike Telin

“I love playing chamber
music, and CMS concerts are
some of the highlights of my
season,” violinist Chad
Hoopes said by telephone
from New York. “You’re
playing some of the greatest
music and traveling with
wonderful people, which is
fun because you’re not
alone.”

On Tuesday, January 23 at
7:30 pm in E.J. Thomas Hall, Hoopes will join his Chamber Music Society of
Lincoln Center colleagues — Wu Han and Michael Brown, piano, Paul Huang,
violin, Matthew Lipman, viola, and Dmitri Atapine, cello — in a concert presented
by Akron’s Tuesday Musical Association. The program juxtaposes music by two
giants of Romanticism — Antonin Dvoték and Johannes Brahms. Click here for
program details and ticket information.

A graduate of University School and the Cleveland Institute of Music, Chad Hoopes
first burst onto the international music scene after winning the Young Artists
Division of the Yehudi Menuhin International Violin Competition. Since that time, he
has gone on to perform with many of the world’s distinguished orchestras — his
recent highlights include debuts with L’Orchestre de Paris, the Philadelphia
Orchestra, the National Symphony, and Konzerthausorchester Berlin. In 2013 he
received the Cleveland Arts Prize Emerging Artist Award, and in 2017 was honored
with an Avery Fisher Career Grant.
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In 2014, Hoopes became a member of CMS Two, a program designed to nurture
musicians who are in the early stages of major careers. “The roster includes the finest
young chamber musicians around,” Hoopes said, “so it’s a real honor to be on that
list. In fact, except for Wu Han, everyone playing on next week’s concert is part of
CMS Two.”

Hoopes said he is excited about performing Dvoiak’s Piano Quintet in A on Tuesday.
“It’s one of my favorite chamber works. The entire piece is so charming and I’'m
looking forward to this collaboration. It’s a fantastic group of people, so there’s a
wholehearted, energetic approach to it. I love Dvotak. His music always has a sense
of expressiveness and lyricism and this piece has a nice mix of those two things. I
think what speaks to me most are the different folk elements, especially the
third-movement Bohemian folk dance.”


https://www.chambermusicsociety.org/nyc/education-programs/cms-two/

When asked about receiving his Avery Fisher Career Grant, the violinist said the
award came at the perfect time. “I bought my own violin this past year, which [ am
very excited about. Basically the entire grant helped me do that. It’s by a maker who
lives in Brooklyn, Samuel Zygmuntowicz. He made it in 1991 for Isaac Stern, so it’s
a pretty cool thing.”

Hoopes said he had been thinking about purchasing an instrument for some time
because he wanted the freedom that comes with ownership. “I was playing on a very
beautiful Stradivarius about eight years, but I was in a phase of my life where I didn’t
want to be dependent on a wealthy donor for an instrument, with all the strings that
are attached. And you can’t buy a Stradivarius, they’re almost unobtainable.”

Hoopes and Zygmuntowicz had a fortuitous meeting at a CMS event. “Sam was there
and he happened to have this violin with him, so invited me to try it and I did. It was
love at first sight. I was drawn to it immediately. I feel very lucky and every day |
think about how much I love this violin. To put it simply, when you have your own
instrument you can sleep so much better at night.”

In 2016 Hoopes had the honor of being named the Munich Symphony Orchestra’s
first Artist in Residence. “It’s a fantastic orchestra I had played with several times.
During the residency year I played three separate programs — the John Adams
concerto, Mozart 5, and the Tchaikovsky. I also did a bit of outreach. It was a special
moment for me because my teacher Ana Chumachenco lives there and I still play for
her. I love Munich. I have many friends there and it’s one of my favorite cities, so it
was a fun residency.”

The CMS tour stop in Akron will also provide Hoopes an opportunity to visit family
and friends in Cleveland. “I’m so excited to be back for this concert — it will be nice
to be home for a few days in the middle of this big tour. There’s a special place in my
heart for Cleveland. I owe so much to my time at CIM studying with David Cerone
and all the people who made such an influence on my life, both as a violinist and as a
human. I think what is so special about Cleveland is that we have one of the greatest
orchestras in the world, and a wonderful museum and educational institutions. And to
be able to go home and eat some of the greatest food you’ll find anywhere is
awesome. What can I say? I love the city and hope to be able to live there again
someday because it is a great place to be.”
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