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Baldwin Wallace Opera presents
Midwest premiere of Glory Denied

by Mike Telin

After serving their country, many veterans
are faced with multiple challenges as they
re-adjust to civilian life. At the top of that
list is reconnecting with and re-establishing
a role in the family. These issues will be
addressed this weekend as Baldwin
Wallace Opera presents the Midwest
premiere of Tom Cipullo’s Glory Denied.

Based on the book by Tom Philpott, the
two-act, 77-minute chamber opera tells the
true story of Jim Thompson, the
longest-held prisoner of war in U.S.
military history, as he tries to re-assimilate
into American life after spending nine
years behind enemy lines in Vietnam.
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Guest baritone Gregory Gerbrandt (above)
sings the title role and Brian Onderdonk conducts a nine-piece chamber orchestra on
Friday, October 19 at 7:00 pm at Red Space in Cleveland, and on Sunday, October 21
at 3:00 pm in BW’s Gamble Auditorium in Berea. A talk-back will follow each
performance. Tickets are available online.

In addition to Gerbrandt, the cast includes student performers Ciara Newman as
Alyce Thompson, Kailyn Martino as the Young Alyce Thompson, and Ethan Burck
as the Young Jim Thompson. The guest stage director is Dugg McDonough.

“It’s exciting to be able to present the Midwest premiere,” Scott Skiba, director of
opera studies at Baldwin Wallace, said by telephone. “Pittsburgh Opera is producing
it in February, so it’s a piece that is getting a lot of play.”
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Skiba noted that by design, BW’s fall opera production is
an alternative piece. “We’re always looking for something
that is portable, with an orchestra size that travels easily.
But most importantly, it has to be something that will fit a
student cast, and this opera is a good balance of those
things. It’s always a wonderful opportunity for students to
work with professionals. It’s an experience that as
undergraduates they will all grow from.”

Skiba said that he first became aware of Glory Denied two
and a half years ago when he was directing Suor Angelica
for Mobile Opera. “We were doing an outreach
performance at a library, and the person cast as Sister
Genovieffa sang ‘My Darling Jim.” I thought it was really
beautiful. Later that year at the National Opera
Association, Tom Cipullo’s After Life won NOA’s competition and I thought, where
do I know that name from? Then I remembered: he was the one who wrote that great
aria. So it was a chance encounter.”

Skiba said that while he first took a pragmatic point of view in producing the work —
it was a good “fit” for the Conservatory — it was ultimately the Opera’s timely
dramatic value that grabbed him.

“We’re a fractured society now, and this story shows that we have been fractured for
some time. What’s great is that it doesn’t have a particular angle — there is no



judgement. It’s just telling the story of this person and his family’s experience. I think
it’s very human and powerful. It’s raw when it needs to be and tender and gorgeous
when it needs to be. And that juxtaposition of dissonance and beauty sets up a
paradigm of the world that Jim is remembering, versus the world that he discovers
when he returns home. It’s gripping, and I just want people to come and see it.”
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