Callisto Quartet returns
for a second outdoor concert
by Daniel Hathaway
Almost a year to the day, the
Callisto Quartet, formed in 2016
at the Cleveland Institute of
Music, will return to the scene of
their 2020 concert in Solon
Community Park for a second al
fresco performance. On Friday,
July 16 at 7:00 pm, violinists Paul
Aguilar and Rachel Stenzel,
violist Eva Kennedy, and cellist
Hannah Moses will play Haydn and Beethoven in a free, open air concert.
The event, presented again this year by Chagrin Arts in cooperation with the City of
Solon, will relax most of the COVID protocols that were in place last year, but audience
members should still bring their own lawn chairs or blankets and refreshments.
The Callisto have just completed a two-year appointment as graduate quartet in
residence at the Shepherd School of Music at Houston’s Rice University, and will take
up a similar position at Yale in September. I reached them via Zoom to catch up on their
activities and plans.
Daniel Hathaway: Where am I finding you all at the moment?
Eva Kennedy: I’m in Columbus.
Hannah Moses: I’m in Stow.
Rachel Stenzel & Paul Aguilar: We’re still in Houston.
DH: And you’re all headed for New Haven in September, which sounds like a
tremendous opportunity.
Eva: Yes, we’re really excited.

DH: What will your duties be at Yale?
Hannah: We’ll be mentored by the Brentano Quartet. We love them — they’re
wonderful. We’ll also be doing quite a lot of coaching of undergraduate quartets.

DH: What did you have to go through to land this position?
Eva: We did have to audition for it. It was a little bit different this year, because all the
auditions were held online. So we sent in videos and interviewed over Zoom as a quartet,
like we’re doing now.
DH: Will you come out of this with a degree?
Eva: It’s not actually a degree program. We’ll be visiting fellows, so we don’t have any
coursework or things like that. The program is really designed for us to be able to focus
on rehearsing, performing, traveling for concerts, and teaching.

DH: What were some of your other options for this coming year?
Rachel: We were looking at similar residency programs. But if we were going to be
staying in Houston, we were looking at expanding our teaching opportunities.
Eva: I think that wherever we go we intend to keep teaching and performing as much as
we can, both in and around the area where we live, and around the country and the
world.

DH: How did that concert go over last year on the ball diamond?

Hannah: I think that was the first in-person concert we’d had, albeit outdoors, since the
pandemic started. It was a real experience playing for a live audience then, and a year
later, I think we’re in the same boat of being very grateful to have people be able to
come and hear live music and interact with us.
Paul: We’re really thrilled to be coming back. It was a wonderful audience — and quite a
big one. Everyone was so excited about it that we’re really looking forward to next
Friday. It’s going to be awesome.
DH: Did you play any live performances during the last year?
Paul: We did. And we’re very grateful that things are beginning to pick up again.
Hannah: So happy to be playing for people again. We really missed live music. There’s
just nothing like the feeling of audience/performer interaction and the exchange of that
kind of energy. I don’t think we’ll ever take it for granted again.
DH: Have you played masked? And how did that feel?
Eva: It was really hard to get used to at first. It wasn’t so much a burden for us as it
might have been for the audience.
DH: What’s on the program this time?
Rachel: We’re starting with Haydn’s Op. 20, No. 1 Quartet, which really begins the
classic canon of string quartets. Then we’ll be doing the beloved crowd-pleaser,
Beethoven’s Op. 59, No. 3, with that glorious fugue for the last movement.
Eva: I think this fugue holds a special place in the repertoire. It’s unbelievably joyful and
exuberant. I think that from beginning to end, it just puts a smile on your face. We really
enjoy performing it, and we can’t wait to share it with the audience.
DH: You know that wisecrack about a fugue being a piece where the voices enter one by
one and the audience leaves one by one?
Paul: I don’t think the audience will be leaving during this fugue. (Laughter). We’ve
played it several times over the past few months, and after those two chords at the end,
the response of the listeners reminds us how great it is to have a live audience.
DH: Will you have sound reinforcement?

Hannah: Yes. Last time we had little instrument mics, which worked well. We got lucky
with the weather last time, and hopefully the rain will have moved out of the area and it
will be a nice evening for a concert. Fingers crossed!
DH: And hopefully the humidity will have let up. But you must be used to that in
Houston.
Eva: Actually, we’ve never played an outdoor concert in Houston, which is fortunate.
DH: What’s on your dance cards for this fall?
Rachel: We’ll be playing this same program in Saugatuck, Michigan right after
Cleveland. Then moving to Yale and working with the students there will take up a good
chunk of our time. We’re also looking at a couple of trips to Germany and Austria, as
well as a teaching residency in Greenville, and a couple of concerts in the Greenville
area.
Paul: We hope to be back in full swing!
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